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Welcome to Durham Mennonite Church

Welcome and Announcements

Opening Prayer
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give
you thanks and praise your greatness. We praise
your mighty works to the whole world. We praise
you for your wonderful deeds. Your power is
limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace
is overwhelming, your love is never failing. You
promised that you will never leave or forsake us.
Let us worship you in spirit and truth. Through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

Call to Worship (Psalm 57:9-11)
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;

I will sing praises to you among the nations.
For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens;

your faithfulness extends to the clouds.
Be exalted, O God, above the heavens.

Let your glory be over all the earth!

Hymn - #71 Joyful, joyful we adore thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Praising thee their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;

Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!
All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Blooming meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever bless’d,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals, join the mighty chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Love divine is reigning o’er us,
Leading us with mercy’s hand.
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music lifts us sunward
In the triumph song of life.

Hymn - #37 Praise to the Lord
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him,
for he is your health and salvation!
Come, all who hear;
now to his temple draw near,
join me in glad adoration.

2 Praise to the Lord,
who o’er all things
so wondrously reigneth;
shelters thee under his wings, yea,
so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen
how thy heart’s wishes have been
granted in what he ordaineth?
3 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper
thy work and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy
shall daily attend you.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
as with his love he befriends thee.
4 Praise to the Lord!
O let all that is in me adore him!

All that has life and breath,
come now with praises before him.
Let the “amen”
sound from God’s people again;
gladly forever adore him.

Prayer of God’s People
Almighty God,
you create, redeem and sustain us,
every moment of our lives.
In you we place our trust.
When we face illness, conflict, and fear,
you are our steadfast protector.
When we suffer setback and loss,
you restore us through your love.

When our lives prosper and we are comfortable,
you move us to share our blessings with others.
In times of hardship and plenty,
you alone are the source of the life
that really is life.
Holy God,
in love and trust,
we live the power of your resurrection,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Hymn - #598 A wonderful Savior is Jesus
A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord,
A wonderful Savior to me,
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock,
Where rivers of pleasure I see.
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock
That shadows a dry, thirsty land;
He hideth my life in the depths of his love,
And covers me there with his hand,
And covers me there with his hand.
A wonderful Savior is Jesus my Lord,
He taketh my burden away,
He holdeth me up, and I shall not be
moved,
He giveth me strength as my day.

He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock
That shadows a dry, thirsty land;
He hideth my life in the depths of his love,
And covers me there with his hand,
And covers me there with his hand.
With numberless blessings
each moment he crowns,
And filled with a fullness divine,
I sing in my rapture, O glory to God
For such a Redeemer as mine!
He hideth my soul in the cleft of the rock
That shadows a dry, thirsty land;
He hideth my life in the depths of his love,
And covers me there with his hand,
And covers me there with his hand.
When clothed in his brightness,

transported I rise
To meet him in clouds of the sky,
His perfect salvation, his wonderful love,
I'll shout with the millions on high.

Scripture – Amos 6:1, 4-7
6 Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
the notables of the first of the nations,
to whom the house of Israel resorts!
4 Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,

and calves from the stall;
5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6 who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7 Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

Scripture - Psalm 146
Praise for God's Help
Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes,
in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the widow,
but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!

Scripture - Luke 16:19-31
The Rich Man and Lazarus

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple
and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every
day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table;
even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The
poor man died and was carried away by the angels
to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and

was buried. In Hades, where he was being
tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far
away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ But
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your
lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus
in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this,

between you and us a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who might want to pass from here to
you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there
to us.’ He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him
to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—
that he may warn them, so that they will not also
come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied,
‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should
listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will

repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”

Scripture - 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Of course, there is great gain in godliness
combined with contentment; for we brought nothing
into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it;
but if we have food and clothing, we will be content
with these. But those who want to be rich fall into
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some
have wandered away from the faith and pierced
themselves with many pains.

The Good Fight of Faith
But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance,
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take
hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and
for which you made the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God,
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who
in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, I charge you to keep the commandment
without spot or blame until the manifestation of our
Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the
right time—he who is the blessed and only
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he
alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or
can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion.
Amen.
As for those who in the present age are rich,
command them not to be haughty, or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God
who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good

works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up
for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for
the future, so that they may take hold of the life that
really is life.

Sermon – Kevin Nice

Reflection on the sermon

Sharing praises and prayer concerns

The Lord’s
Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn - #592 Love divine, all loves excelling
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of Heav’n to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit;
Let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.
Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in Heav’n we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Sending
Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.
Live boldly, trusting God with everything you are
and everything you have.
Take hold of the life to which God calls you.
Go forth, rejoicing in God.
Thanks be to God!

