Durham Mennonite Church
July 31, 2022

Welcome to Durham Mennonite Church

Welcome and Announcements
Opening Prayer
Mighty God, everything you do reveals your glory
and majesty. Open our eyes to see what you are
doing in our lives. Let us marvel at your good gifts
and your wise provision. Your acts are amazing
Lord. We can not comprehend the number of
blessings you pour out on us from day to day. As we
gather today around your name, we pray that you
would fill our hearts, our minds and our souls.
Transform us Lord, and make us more like you.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen

Call to Worship
Leader:
To worship is to stand in awe under a
heaven of stars, before a flower, a leaf in
sunlight, or a grain of sand.
People:
To worship is to be silent, receptive, before
a tree astir with the wind, or the passing
shadow of a cloud.
Leader:
To worship is to work with dedication and
with skill; it is to pause from work and listen
to a strain of music.
People:
To worship is to sing with the singing
beauty of the earth; it is to listen through a
storm to the still small voice within.

All: Worship is the mystery within us
reaching out to the Mystery beyond.

Hymn - #178 God of wonders
Lord of all creation
Lord of water, earth and sky
The heavens are your Tabernacle
Glory to the Lord on high
God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty

You are holy, holy
Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of heaven and earth
Early in the morning
I will celebrate the light
As I stumble in the darkness
I will call your name by night
God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy, holy
Lord of heaven and earth

Lord of heaven and earth
Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth
Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth
Hallelujah! To the Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of all creation
Lord of water, earth and sky
The heavens are your Tabernacle
Glory to the Lord on high
God of wonders beyond our galaxy
You are holy, holy
The universe declares Your majesty
You are holy, holy

Lord of heaven and earth
Lord of heaven and earth

Hymn - #763 Waterfall
Hymn - #456 Oceans

Confession of Sin - Psalm 51:1-3, 10-12
Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;
according to your great compassion,
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and
put a new and steadfast spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and sustain in me a willing spirit in me.
Amen.

Hymn - #716 God of Grace
God of grace and God of glory,
On Thy people pour Thy power.
Crown Thine ancient church’s story,
Bring her bud to glorious flower.

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.
(Free Our Hearts)
Lo! the hosts of evil ’round us,
Scorn Thy Christ, assail His ways.
From the fears that long have bound us,
Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the living of these days,

For the living of these days.
Cure Thy children’s warring madness,
Bend our pride to Thy control.
Shame our wanton selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Thy kingdom’s goal.
(Be Our Glory)
Save us from weak resignation,

To the evils we deplore.
Let the search for Thy salvation,
Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving Thee whom we adore,
Serving Thee whom we adore.

Scripture – Psalm 133
A song of ascents. Of David.
1

How good and pleasant it is

when God’s people live together in unity!
2

It is like precious oil poured on the head,
running down on the beard,

running down on Aaron’s beard,
down on the collar of his robe.
3

It is as if the dew of Hermon
were falling on Mount Zion.

For there the Lord bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.

Scripture - Matthew 22:34-40
34

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the
Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35
One of them, an expert in the law, tested
him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the Law?”

37

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and
greatest commandment. 39 And the second
is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these
two commandments.”

Scripture - Galatians 5:16-26
So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh. For the flesh
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and
the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They
are in conflict with each other, so that you
are not to do whatever you want. But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law.

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery;
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord,
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness,
orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did
before, that those who live like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law. Those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires. Since
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited,
provoking and envying each other.

Scripture - 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
Now you are the body of Christ, and each
one of you is a part of it. And God has placed
in the church first of all apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then
gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and
of different kinds of tongues. Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater
gifts.
And yet I will show you the most excellent
way.

Sermon – Community, Love, and the Kingdom
Jonathan Robie

Congregational Response
Sharing praises and prayer concerns

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name;
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Hymn - #814 O God beyond all praising
O God beyond all praising,
we worship you today
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder
at every gift you send,
at blessings without number
and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you
and wait upon your Word,
we honor and adore you,

our great and mighty Lord.
The flower of earthly splendor
in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender
to you the Lord most high;
but hidden from all nature
the eternal seed is sown though small in mortal stature,
to heaven's garden grown:
for Christ the Man from heaven
from death has set us free,
and we through him are given
the final victory!
Then hear, O gracious Savior,
accept the love we bring,

that we who know your favor
may serve you as our king;
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty
and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty
our sacrifice of praise.

Sending
Offerings may be placed in the offering
basket or given electronically on the
church’s website.

