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Welcome to Durham Mennonite Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Welcome and Announcements  

 

 

 

Opening Prayer 

O Holy Lord, open our hearts to the surprising 
ways in which you offer to us your love and 
your presence. Help us to truly believe in the 
wondrous ways that you work in our lives. Give 
us hearts and spirits for service to you. May we 
still our worries and thoughts to take time to  
dwell in your Holiness this morning as we 
gather to worship you. In Jesus' Name, we pray. 
AMEN. 
 

 

 

 

 



Call to Worship 

                                                                                        
Open our ears                                                                                
to hear your Holy Word.                                                                     
Open our eyes                                                                           
to see your Holy Presence.                                                                          
Open our arms                                                                           
to the embrace of the community of Your 
People.                                                      

Open our minds                                                                               
to the beauty of Your Truth.                                                              
Open our hearts                                                                                  
to the joy of New Life in you, O Holy Lord. 

 

                                                                      

Hymn - Holy, Holy, Holy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ_qWkaAY0A 

    
Hymn - The Love of God is Greater 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeBSv4dQ6BU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ_qWkaAY0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeBSv4dQ6BU


 

 
Hymn - Be Thou My Vision 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZ7oEWu-18 

 
 

Prayer of Praise 
                                                                                                
Praise to God who has given us new life. 
Blessed be God for the gift of love. 
Praise to God who forgives our sin. 
Blessed be God who sets us free. 
Praise to God who kindles our faith. 
Blessed be God, our strength, our hope. Amen. 
 

 
 
Hymn - His Love Cannot Fail 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pP1u1SQ5uZc 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NZ7oEWu-18
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pP1u1SQ5uZc


 
 
Scripture - 1 Corinthians 13:8-13 

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they 
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but 
when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a 
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I 
put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see 
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face 
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I am fully known. 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But 
the greatest of these is love. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Scripture – 1 John 3 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that 
is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. But you know that he appeared so that 
he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.  
No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one 
who continues to sin has either seen him or known 
him. 

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. 
The one who does what is right is righteous, just as 
he is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is 



of the devil, because the devil has been sinning 
from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one 
who is born of God will continue to sin, because 
God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on 
sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 
This is how we know who the children of God are 
and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who 
does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is 
anyone who does not love their brother and sister. 

More on Love and Hatred 

For this is the message you heard from the 
beginning: We should love one another. Do not be 
like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and 
murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? 
Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s 
were righteous. Do not be surprised, my brothers 
and sisters, if the world hates you. We know that 
we have passed from death to life, because we love 
each other. Anyone who does not love remains in 
death. Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a 
murderer, and you know that no murderer has 
eternal life residing in him. 



This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has 
material possessions and sees a brother or sister in 
need but has no pity on them, how can the love of 
God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love 
with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 

This is how we know that we belong to the truth 
and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: If 
our hearts condemn us, we know that God is 
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 
Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we 
have confidence before God and receive from him 
anything we ask, because we keep his commands 
and do what pleases him. And this is his command: 
to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and 
to love one another as he commanded us. The one 
who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in 
them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: 
We know it by the Spirit he gave us. 

                 



                                                                               

Sermon – Jonathan Robie   
  

Congregational Response 
 
Sharing praises and prayer concerns 
 
          

The Lord’s Prayer 

                                                                                      

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 



Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

Hymn - The Blessing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U 
 

  

                                                                     

 

Sending (1 John 3) 

Nourished by the Shepherd’s abundant love, 

go forth to walk in the paths of righteousness. 

Love one another in truth and action. 

May God’s abundant blessings  

abide in you forever. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U

